
Ithaca College Honors Program Requirements Checklist

The Honors Program requires students to complete 11 credits plus 18 points plus a thesis plus a capstone course within five
categories, while maintaining a 3.0 gpa. Within the five areas students have considerable flexibility to choose experiences
that meet both program expectations and their own academic/personal goals; in fact some areas have self–designed
avenues for completing them. If interested in this option, students should contact the Honors Director to discuss their
ideas. As students move through the program, they must document their work in the Honors e-portfolio on Taskstream.
Full details on the Programs expectations can be found in the Honors Taskstream Directed Response
Folio.

� Academic Challenge: For the core of the Honors program students must fulfill these requirements:

� Complete ten credits of course work, including HNRS ICSM for students enrolled in Honors in their first
semester at Ithaca College

� Complete one credit of HNRS 300000 Honors Capstone

� Complete a thesis

� Maintain 3.0 GPA overall and within Honors courses

� Global Citizenship: Honors students must exhibit global awareness, which can be fulfilled in one of four ways:

• Taking HNRS 21500 International Scholarly Conversation (If HNRS 21500 is used to fulfill this category, those
credits may also be applied to Academic Challenge or Scholarly Achievement.) OR

• A study abroad experience OR

• An approved self-designed global experience OR

• An independent study for International students on their growth as a global citizen

� Cultural Engagement: Honors students are expected to demonstrate a deep engagement with the great variety of
cultural experiences available to them at Ithaca College. Students can fulfill this requirement in one of two ways:

• Completing HNRS 15000 Cultural Encounters with Ithaca College (If HNRS 15000 is used to fulfill this
category, those credits may also be applied to Academic Challenge or Scholarly Achievement.) OR

• Engaging in IC culture on their own and documenting it in the portfolio (see the Honors Portfolio for details)

� Scholarly Achievement: Honors students must document meaningful scholarly achievements. Students will fulfill
this requirement by accumulating 18 points. Each credit hour earned by completing seminars with the HNRS prefix
(in addition to the 11 credits required for the Academic Challenge component) will count as two points. Details
about earning points are on the back of this sheet and in Taskstream. Students are strongly encouraged
to complete some of the points by non–credit bearing projects.

� Civic Engagement: Students must demonstrate that they have been civically engaged within a broad conception of
“the community.” This requirement can be fulfilled in one of three ways:

• Enrollment in a 1-credit course, HNRS 23018 Opportunities for Civic Engagement (If HNRS 23018 is used to
fulfill this category, those credits may also be applied to Academic Challenge or Scholarly Achievement.) OR

• Enrollment in 1-3 credits of a Service Learning designated course, which is not HNRS-designated (Note: Credits
earned in a non-HNRS designated Service Learning course cannot be applied to the Academic Challenge or
Scholarly Accomplishment categories.) OR

• Contacting the Honors Civic Engagement Coordinator, Pat Spencer, to initiate an individual or collaborative
civic engagement project, which begins with a proposal

� The Honors Portfolio: The Honors Portfolio is designed for students to document their work throughout college for
the purpose of reflecting on their growth in their senior year. The Honors Portfolio on Taskstream requires students
to submit artifacts to document completion of the above requirements, as well as a final reflective statement and
curriculum vitae. Students will work on completing the portfolio in the one-credit course Honors 300000 Honors
Capstone. However, students should submit artifacts as they move through the program and not wait until they
take the Honors capstone course.

� Completed artifacts for Academic Challenge, Global Citizenship, Cultural Engagement, Scholarly Achieve-
ment, and Civic Engagment

� Completed a final reflective essay

� Completed a Curriculum Vitae



Earning Points for the Scholarly Achievement Category

Points can be earned by either taking more HNRS courses beyond the 11 credits for academic challenge (1 credit = 2
points) or through other activities tied to a students academic programming that are not required by a students program.
Below are some options for points, although nothing is a guarantee as students must make their case in Taskstream, and
proposals are always welcome. Note: If the same work is presented in multiple venues, then only the category with the
most points will be counted and to earn the points you must provide evidence of engagement by completing a submission
and reflection in Taskstream. You can only receive points for on campus venues once for each type of event.

2 points Completing the IC Honors Program Career Readiness Program. Each fall there will be a call to enter this
four-semester program.

2 points Substantial publication of scholarly or creative work in a peer-edited on-campus journal (e.g., Symposium or
Stoa). Presentation of creative work in college-sponsored performances or media, or curating an on-campus exhibit.
Presentation of scholarly or creative work at an on-campus conference, e.g., the annual Whalen Symposium. Design
work on a major campus production, e.g. Lighting Design for one of the IC Main Stage theater productions. Elective
recital or lecture-recital.

3 points Presentation of scholarly or creative work at a regional conference. Presentation of creative work or performance
in a regional event. Design work for a regional production. Auditioning for a regional theater/music/etc. event.
Screened media productions at a regional event.

4 points Publication of scholarly or creative work in an edited or peer-reviewed off-campus journal. Presentation of
scholarly or creative work at a national conference. Completion of a competitive external fellowship application (e.g.,
Fulbright or Killam fellowships, Goldwater Scholarship). Design work for a national-level production. Auditioning
for a national-level theater/music/etc. event. Screened media productions at a national level event You can find
further details in the Scholarly Achievement artifacts section in the Honors DRF on Taskstream.


